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Naturally, Hamilton! Recognized with Two Awards 


by Glenn Barrett, President 
It will come as no surprise to regu¬ 
lar Wood Duck readers that the Hain- 
ilton Naturalists’ Club has many 
opportunities for volunteers to assist 
with education and conservation 
projects. The past efforts of one such 
group of keen and enthusiastic Club 
volunteers were recognized recently 
as the HNC won awards not once, but 
twice for one of our finest publications 
- Naturally, Hamilton! A Guide to 
the Green Spaces of Hamilton- 
Wentworth and Area. 

On May 30th the Club was 
awarded the Corporate Partner of the 
Year Award at the City of Hamilton 
2001 Tourism Awards of Excellence. 
This annual award is presented to a 
corporate partner who is not tradition¬ 
ally recognized as part of the tourism 
industry, but has given exceptional sup¬ 
port to tourism in Hamilton. 

Here is some of what the Eco¬ 
nomic Development Department had 
to say when they presented the award: 

‘‘This organization has been an 
active supporter and booster of Hamil¬ 
ton and its natural areas since its in¬ 


ception in 1919. This organization has 
always been willing to be a part of 
preserving, protecting, and promoting 
the natural wonders to be found in our 
area, thereby providing ecotourism op¬ 
portunities for residents and tourists 
alike. Most recently this organization 
revised and updated their key publica¬ 
tion Naturally, Hamilton!. With fund¬ 
ing support from their efforts and the 
Canada Trust Friends for the Environ¬ 
ment Foundation, 100,000 copies of this 
16-page revised booklet were printed 
in 2000. With in-kind support from the 
Hamilton Spectator, 83,000 copies 
were included with newspapers deliv- 

CONTENTS 

Rare Species Found 
Page 3 

Volunteer Corner - Kevin McLaughlin 
Page 5 

Gardening that Comes Naturally 
Page 7 

Tree Cutting in Red Hill Valley 
Page 10 

Protecting the Oak Ridges Moraine 
Page 11 

Noteworthy Bird Records 
Page 15 

Important Bird Areas 
Page 22 


ered to subscribers in Hamilton and 
Burlington. This publication helped 
many to think of Hamilton as a desti¬ 
nation with fantastic natural areas and 
superb wildlife viewing opportunities.” 

On June 16th, at the Federation of 
OntarioNaturalists (FON) Woods Talk 
Conference in Toronto, the Club re¬ 
ceived a second award for Naturally, 
Hamilton!'- the W.E. Saunders Natu¬ 
ral History Award. This FON award 
recognizes an individual or group that 
has achieved a significant goal related 
to some aspect of natural history or 
natural science research. 

It was with great pride that I was 
at both events to accept the awards on 
behalf of the HNC. Naturally, Hamil¬ 
ton! in my view is an unmatched, top- 
notch publication that shows a side of 
Hamilton of which many residents and 
tourists are unaware. 

In addition to the thousands of cop¬ 
ies distributed via the Spectator, thou¬ 
sands more have been delivered to 
tourism offices and tourist sites in Ham¬ 
ilton, and given out at festivals and 
events. By exposing all of these peo¬ 
ple to the beautiful natural areas in our 
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community, the HNC hopes that many 
more people will be keen to see these 
and other natural areas protected for 
future generations. 

Many individuals contributed their 
time and enthusiasm to various aspects 
of this project and on behalf of all 
HNC members I would like to thank 
each of them for their sustained effort, 
which made the Naturally, Hamilton! 
project the success that it is: Christine 
Bishop, Rob Dobos, Lois Evans, Zoe 
Green, Ken Hall, Brian McHattie, Don 
McLean, Jocelyn Neysmith, Sheila 
O’Neal and Jean Stollard. Addition¬ 
ally, Karen Logan, the projects Graphic 
Design Artist, donated 30% of her fee. 

The Club has many conservation 
and education projects on the go this 
year which can also benefit from the 
efforts of additional volunteers, whether 
it be the ‘Nature in Your Neighbour¬ 
hood' project, ‘Falcon Watch’, ‘What’s 
Alive in Hamilton and Area’ or ‘Na¬ 
ture Counts’. If you are interested in 
learning about volunteer opportunities, 
please speak with any member of the 
Board of Directors. 

Members can view both of the 
awards at the Conservation Table at 
the September Club meeting. Follow¬ 
ing that, the awards will be kept with 
other HNC memorabilia in the HNC 
display case located at the Hamilton 
Region Conservation Authority head¬ 
quarters building in AncasterJH 



What trees produce useable sap 
in tap-able quantities? 

Red Maple {Acer rubrum). Silver Ma¬ 
ple {Acer saccharin urn), Norway Ma¬ 
ple {Acer pJatanoides), Planetree 
Maple {Acer pseudoplatanus) and 
Ash-Leaf Maple {Acer negunclo). He 
also suggests that it may be tapped 
from the Sugar Tree of the Deep South 
{Acer floridanum) but does not claim 
to have tried it on that tree. 

Gibbons also speaks of collecting 
“copious flows of sap” (p. 32, Wild 
Asparagus) from the Sweet Birch 
{Betula lenta) but cautioned that it 
was only about half as sweet as sap 
from the maples and probably better to 
just drink as is to quench thirst. ||| 


Bird Kills at Beach Strip - Help Required 

Recently representatives of the 
HNC, the Trumpeter Swan Society 
and Environment Canada met with rep¬ 
resentatives of Hydro One to discuss 
the number of birds being killed in col¬ 
lisions with the power wires which fol¬ 
low the beach strip from Stoney Creek 
into Burlington. 

The request for a meeting was 
prompted by the deaths of the very 
rare-for-Hamilton Ivory Gull last Janu¬ 
ary, two Trumpeter Swans later in the 
winter, and several Double-crested 
Cormorants this spring and summer. 

While we were able to gather and 
presentsome data on birds killed in this 
way, we would like to get more infor¬ 
mation. Numbers and species of birds 
killed, as well as dates found, will be 
very useful. If you are a regular user 


of the Beach Strip - for walking, 
birding, jogging or whatever - and have 
made notes on bird kills, please contact 
Glenn Barrett (905-525-2142) or Mike 
Street (905-648-3737). 

Thank you.m 

Board Members 

Elections for the Board of Di¬ 
rectors of the HNC take place each 
year at the Annual General Meeting 
in October. A number of the cur¬ 
rent directors are stepping down for 
various reasons. Consequently, the 
Nominations Committee is very in¬ 
terested to hear from Club mem¬ 
bers who are willing to serve on the 
Board. Pierre Arnold, the past presi¬ 
dent of the Club, is the chair of the 
Nominations Committee. You can 
contact him at (905) 648-2519. 



Ask A 

Naturalist 


A regular Wood Duck feature. 
Send us your nature queries, and 
we 'll try to get you an answer. 

By Dean Gugler 
Euell Gibbons in Stalking The Wild 
Asparagus c. 1962, p. 1 18 states that 
sap may be gathered for maple syrup 
from Sugar Maple {Acer saccharum). 
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Rare Species Found in "Nature Counts" Project 



By Jill Dwyer 

Pitcher-plant ( Sarracenia 
purpurea), Labrador-tea ( Ledum 
groenlandicum). Mottled Dusky- 
wing ( Erynnis martialis). Hooded 
Warbler ( Wilsonia citrina). Boreal 
Chickadee ( Poecile hudsonicus), 
and Acadian Flycatcher ( Empi- 
donax virescens) were some of 
the exciting species found in the 
City of Hamilton this summer by 
the Nature Counts staff . 

Bob Curry collected the first 
confirmed specimen of a Mottled 
Dusky-wing in the Hamilton area 
since 1900 while surveying natural 
areas for the Nature Counts project. 
The sighting was reminiscent of the 
Virginia Bluebells ( Mertensia 
virginica) discovery by Jeff Kaiser in 
1998 at the old Hamilton Sanatorium. 

“I love to hear about rediscovered 
species, we have Virginia Bluebells 
after 60 years or more, and now a 
butterfly (Erynnis martialis) after 100 
years", said Bruce Duncan, Hamilton 
Region Conservation Authority 
(HRCA) Staff Ecologist and past HNC 
President. 

Another interesting discovery re¬ 
ported this summer was the increase 
in numbers of the nationally threatened 
Hooded Warbler. Bob Curry and Alan 
Wormington, Nature Counts natural¬ 
ists, along with Sheldon McGregor (an 
HNC member volunteering on the On¬ 
tario Breeding Bird Atlas) found up to 
18 pairs of Hooded Warblers in the 
Dundas Valley. 

Bob notes that “the increase is 
likely only partly an artifact of increased 


Erynnis martialis 
18 July 2001 

Waterdown Escarpment Woods 
City of Hamilton 
5922 47995 NAO 83 
coll. Bob Curry 

summer coverage, as the bird seems 
to be expanding northwards”. 

Unfortunately, the Louisiana 
Waterthrush ( Seiurus motacilla ) does 
not seem to be faring as well as Hooded 
Warblers in the Hamilton area. It ap¬ 
pears the local population is declining. 

Historically, this species was 
present at one time or another in al¬ 
most every Escarpment creek ravine 
in the region. During the 1991 Natural 
Areas Inventory (NAI), only two sites 
contained Louisiana Waterthrush. This 
summer historical Louisiana Water¬ 
thrush locations were thoroughly 
checked by Nature Counts naturalists, 
and only one sighting was recorded — 
at Bronte Creek (Bob Curry, personal 
communication). 

Monitoring species, especially 
those thought to be in decline, is one of 
the reasons Nature Counts and future 


inventory projects are so impor¬ 
tant. 

The Nature Counts Project is 
a re-inventory of natural areas 
within Hamilton. The first NAI 
was conducted in the early 1990’s 
to determine the flora and fauna 
located within the Hamilton- 
Wentworth area (now the new City 
of Hamilton). 

Nature Counts Staff are now 
working to survey these areas 
again ten years later, as well as 
some new natural areas located 
throughout the new City of Hamil¬ 
ton. We hope to learn what spe¬ 
cies are still present in the area, 
and find species not previously re¬ 
corded, or thought to be extirpated 
from the Hamilton area. 

In addition to flora and fauna sur¬ 
veys, Nature Counts staff are also 
mapping the vegetation in the areas 
using the Ecological Land Classifica¬ 
tion (ELC) system. 

Albert Garofalo and Megan Ogilvie, 
Nature Counts ELC technicians, 
worked hard all summer to classify the 
natural areas into community types. 
They were very excited to find some 
provincially rare communities includ¬ 
ing a black maple-talus forest, a tallgrass 
prairie, and a tamarack-leatherleaf ket¬ 
tle bog. 

“It was interesting to see the di¬ 
versity that exists in the new City of 
Hamilton”, said Albert. 

Megan and Albert also identified 
many rare plant species with the help 
of Royal Botanical Gardens field bota- 
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nist Tyler Smith and Anthony Goodban, 
Nature Counts botanist. 

Jay Lindsay,, Nature Counts GIS 
specialise is currently mapping each 
study area by ELC community using a 
Geographic Information System (GIS). 
Flora and fauna information compiled 
by Chris Chimenti, the Nature Counts 
database manager, will also be linked 
to digital maps of each area. 

Jay noted that “by combining field 
data and digital mapping, the Nature 
Counts Project will create an organ¬ 
ized information system that will be 
accessible to cooperating agencies”. 
This information will later prove valu¬ 
able to city planners mindful of the 
impact of development on rare or en¬ 
dangered species. 

Mammals are also a major focus 
of the Nature Counts project. Kara 
Vlasman was recently hired by the 
project to coordinate mammal invento¬ 
ries and prepare an Atlas of Mammals 
of the Hamilton Area. 

Kara recently finished her M Sc. 
at the University of Guelph where she 
studied red squirrels (Tamiasciurus 
hudsonicus) in Algonquin Park. Any 
information concerning mammals or 
other interesting sightings would bte 
helpful to the project. Please contact 
the Nature Counts office if you would 
like to contribute anything (see contact 
information below). 

This summer we contacted over 
1000 private landowners throughout the 
City of Hamilton asking for permission 
to survey their property. Some HNC 
members who own property located 
within a natural area may have re¬ 
ceived a letter from the Nature Counts 


Project. Thanks to those of you who 
granted the Nature Counts staff per¬ 
mission to access your property. Your 
cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

TheNature Counts project will con¬ 
tinue through to November 2002. We 
will be conducting more surveys next 


summer, and hope to find even more 
exciting species and habitats. 

For more information about the 
Nature Counts Project contact Jill 
Dwyer, Project Coordinator, at (905) 
648-4427 ext. 156, or email at 
nai@hamrca.on.ca 


Membership Cards 

For several years now, the Club 
has not had membership cards. How¬ 
ever, there have been several inquires 
about such cards from Club members, 
so the Board has decided to bring them 
back - with a difference. 

Several retailers in the Burlington- 
Hamilton area have agreed to give Club 
members a 10% discount on selected 
merchandise on presentation of a cur¬ 
rent HNC membership card. The par¬ 
ticipating merchants include: 

• Wild Birds Unlimited, 3350 
Fairview St., Burlington, 905-634-7700, 
owned and operated by Eleanor and 
David Woods, both active members of 
the FINC, specializing in all aspects of 
bird ing equipment; 

• Chapman Books, 10 Cross 
Street, Dundas, 905-627-5007, owned 
and operated by Club member Joanne 
Chapman who has offered discounts 
to members for many years; 

• Camtech Photographic Services 
588 Concession St. Hamilton,905-389- 
8545, specializing in telescopes, bin¬ 
oculars and spotting scopes; 

• Tumblehome, 401 Brant St. Bur¬ 
lington, 905-639-8713, a store devoted 
to all aspects of outdoor equipment; 

• Aurum Lodge, Rocky Mountain 
House, Alberta, 403-721-2117, 


Generate Discounts 

vAvw.aurumlodge.com , owned and op¬ 
erated by former Club members Alan 
and Madeleine Ernst, a special 
ecotourism retreat in the Rocky Moun¬ 
tains. 

We hope to add to our list of par¬ 
ticipating retailers in the near future. 
Please check the Wood Duck for up¬ 
dates. 

Once you renew your member¬ 
ship, you can pick up your card at the 
Membership table at the monthly meet¬ 
ing or it will be sent to you along with 
your tax receipt early in 2002. §| 

Ontario Land Trust 
Annual Gathering 

The annual gathering will take place 
at The Opinicon, Chaffey’s Lock in 
the Rideau Lakes this Oct. 19 - Oct.21, 
2001. A series of seminars and work¬ 
shops will be presented to strengthen 
the land trust movement in Ontario. 

Early registration (before Sept. 10) 
is only $ 195 for double occupancy, or 
$225 single occupancy. With the sup¬ 
port of generous sponsors, the total 
weekend, including accommodation, 
meals, workshops, social times, and 
taxes, is very affordable. For registra¬ 
tion kits please contact Frank Morley 
at 905-575-0668. |J| 
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Kevin McLaughlin - Another Product of a Red Hill Childhood 


by Brian McHattie 
and Jocelyn Neysmith 

Though his father kept bird feed¬ 
ers and had some bird guides at home, 
Kevin McLaughlin had only a passing 
interest in birds — initially. When a 
male Dickcissel turned up on his patio 
one spring, he checked the bird’s range 
map in Birds of Canada and realized 
that it must be a rarity. It was 1973 
and Kevin’s interest in birds, espe¬ 
cially unusual birds, was immediately 
sparked by this bird that resembled a 
house sparrow with yellow and black 
on its breast. 

He began to explore the Red Hill 
Creek Valley near his home, then ven¬ 
tured out to Cootes Paradise with his 
brother. He spent a week that sum¬ 
mer looking for more northern birds at 
his aunt’s cottage in Haliburton. 

The following spring, Kevin went 
to Point Pelee National Park for the 
May migration, and has been there 
every year since then. He also goes to 
Point Pelee in the fall, and recom¬ 
mends a few other good birding spots, 
including the Niagara River, Algonquin 
Park, Long Point, Rainy River and the 
Moosonee / James Bay area. 

He has also travelled outside On¬ 
tario to go birding on the east and west 
coasts of Canada, as well as in Ari¬ 
zona, Texas, California, Colorado and 
Mexico. So if you're planning a trip to 
any of these destinations, you know 
who to ask for birding tips! 

Kevin was in east Hamilton’s 
King’s Forest Park in the spring of 
1974 when he met Dave Copeland, 


Volunteer Corner 
We begin the 2001-2002 year 
by featuring a member who has been 
active in the Club for many years. 
Though most members think of Kevin 
McLaughlin as one of the HNC’s 
top birders, he has several other 
interests that you can ask him about 
on his annual fall bird outing! 


who told him about the HNC and its 
Wood Duck. He also encountered Alf 
Epp, who talked about birds, birders 
and the Club. 

As a result of his conversations, 
Kevin joined the HNC and began send¬ 
ing bird records to collator George 
North. In his own words, “I was pretty 
excited when my first sighting was 
published in the Duck2'\ 

As Kevin quickly become more 
knowledgeable about birds, he began 
volunteering for the Club. He has 
presented a number of identification 
sessions for the Bird Study Group, with 
topics including gulls, shorebirds, wa¬ 
terfowl and comparative ID (for ex¬ 
ample, contrasting species of grebes 
or shrikes). However, Kevin is quick 
to point out that his presentations are 
dependent on HNC member Barry 
Cherriere’s excellent slides. 

In 1978, Kevin led a September 
Club outing which has since become 
an annual tradition. On the fall migrant 
hike, participants look for raptors, 
shorebirds, sparrows, vireos and other 
species. 

“The third week of September is 


also a good time for waterfowl that are 
starting to come in”, notes Kevin. 

Along with fellow HNC members 
Bob Curry and Rob Dobos, Kevin has 
also served on the Ontario Bird Records 
Committee. 

As Kevin explains it, “the Commit¬ 
tee judges sightings on the basis of the 
written account and photographs sub¬ 
mitted, then decides if there’s enough 
documentation to accept the record. If 
something is contentious it can be in¬ 
teresting! The Committee also main¬ 
tains the checklist of species that have 
occurred in Ontario, as well as a data¬ 
base of the documentation on rare spe¬ 
cies. It also publishes the Ontario bird 
checklist jointly with the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists (FON).” 

As the chair of the local Hamilton 
Bird Records Committee, Rob Dobos 
enthuses that Kevin “can always be 
counted on to provide a thorough and 
rigorous review of any noteworthy bird 
sighting”. 

Recently, Kevin took on an On¬ 
tario Breeding Bird Atlas square with 
friend and fellow HNC member Rob 
Waldhuber. He is responsible for not¬ 
ing bird species and their breeding evi¬ 
dence in the Grimsby area, both above 
and below the escarpment. Atlassers 
make ten or more visits to their desig¬ 
nated area each year, generally be¬ 
tween May and July. 

As Kevin reveals, “it can be a 
challenging task, because some com¬ 
mon species may not be seen actually 
breeding. The five-year scope of the 
project allows for the collection of 
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breeding evidence over a period of 
time, though.” The highlight of his first 
season was when Kevin followed an 
adult willow flycatcher to its nest and 
baby birds early this summer! 

Though we know that Kevin is one 
of the HNC’s most knowledgeable 
birders, he is eager to point out his 
interest in mammals, reptiles and am¬ 
phibians, as well as a budding curiosity' 
about dragonflies. After a Labour Day 
weekend spent at Point Pelee with 
friend and fellow Club member Bill 
Lamond in the mid-1980s, Kevin also 
become quite interested in butterflies. 


Bill remembers that hike as a spark 
for both Kevin and himself to get more 
interested in flying insects. Bill adds, 
“Kevin and I still go out together two 
or three times per year specifically to 
look for butterflies, moths and dragon¬ 
flies.” 

A final tip for the birders in the 
crowd: Kevin has written various pa- 
person bird identification published in 
Ontario Birds, the journal of Ontario 
Ornithologist. Later this fall, watch for 
an article lie’s authored on Ring-billed 
gulls! EH 


Birds Eating Paint 

Birdscope , the newsletter of the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, notes an 
outbreak of paint-eating last winter 
among Blue Jays in New England. 

Hundreds of instances were re¬ 
ported of jays chipping paint off 
houses and eating it. The preference 
seemed to be for light-coloured paint 
and occurred most frequently during 
periods of heavy snow cover. 

The birds were apparently seek¬ 
ing calcium. Paint manufacturers use 
calcium carbonate as an extender. 
Most songbirds require calcium at 
the time of egg-laying, but Jays seem 
to have a particularly high need 
which extends throughout the year. 

The Birdscope article reported 
that providing eggshells was the most 
effective way to dissuade the birds 
from stripping the paint off buildings. 
It suggested that the eggshells be 
sterilized by boiling or baking (for 20 
minutes at 250F) to eliminate salmo¬ 
nella bacteria that might be harmful 
to the birds. 

All of the reported paint-eating 
occurred in New England. A possi¬ 
ble explanation is that calcium levels 
are generally lower in the soils of 
that region, and that condition has 
been worsened by the effects of acid 
rain. 



Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas News 


by Rob Dobos 

The first field season of the On¬ 
tario Breeding Bird Atlas (OBBA) is 
now behind us. As you may know, this 
is the second OBBA being conducted 
20 years after the first in 1981-85, in 
order to see how bird distributions have 
changed since then and highlight any 
species that may be declining. 

Volunteers have been busy over 
the past several months recording in¬ 
formation on breeding birds in their 10 
km squares in our area, and the data is 
now being submitted and entered into 
the OBBA database. 

The province has been divided into 
regions, and the Hamilton Region (Re¬ 
gion 15) comprises the western half of 
the Niagara Peninsula from Lake On¬ 
tario to Lake Erie, easterly to Grimsby 
and Dunnville and westerly to Westover 
and Jarvis. 

I have assumed the role as Re¬ 
gional Coordinator for this region mid¬ 
way through the field season. All of 


the squares in this region have been 
assigned to volunteers, so hopefully 
our coverage over the five years of the 
Atlas will be complete. There is al¬ 
ways room for other volunteers, and 
incidental breeding records anywhere 
in the region can be submitted by any¬ 
one, so if you are interested in partici¬ 
pating next year, do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

As mentioned, the data from this 
field season is just being compiled at 
this point. I will provide a complete 
report on the highlights of this year’s 
effort in an article later this fall, once 
the data has been analysed. Just a 
final reminder to Atlas volunteers to 
submit their data sheets to me as soon 
as possible. 

Rob Dobos 

22 School St. 

P.O. Box 722 

Waterdown, Out. 

L0R2H0 

ph: (905) 690-7705 
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Gardening that Comes Naturally 



In June 2001, the Supreme 
Court of Canada upheld a by-law 
passed by the town of Hudson, Que¬ 
bec that banned the cosmetic use 
of pesticides within municipal 
boundaries, including on private 
property. 

Many municipalities across 
Canada are considering similar ac¬ 
tion. As part of the Nature In 
Your Neighbourhood project, I have 
recently been involved with representa¬ 
tives from environmental and commu¬ 
nity groups from the Hamilton area 
who are concerned about pesticide use. 
Our goal is to see a reduction in the 
use of pesticides and promote alterna¬ 
tives to pesticides in the Hamilton area. 

As a naturalist, one of the alterna¬ 
tives that I am particularly interested in 


Naturalization is a more general 
term, and is most often used to de¬ 
scribe landscaping that is done com¬ 
pletely with native vegetation. 

Vegetation native to our local area 
is adapted to our local climate and 
levels of rainfall, therefore requiring 
less maintenance. Pest problems tend 
to be minimal because these plants 
have evolved with our local insects 


From an ecological perspec¬ 
tive, lawns are not logical. They 
consume huge quantities of water, 
fertilizers and pesticides. Their 
maintenance is extremely time- 
consuming. Most lawn mowers 
(whether gas-powered or powered 
by coal-generated electricity) sig¬ 
nificantly contribute to air pollu¬ 
tion. 

The sheer surface area covered 
by lawns is astounding. Recently I 
heard a commentary on CBC Radio by 
Robert Fulford where he observed that, 
“North Americans now devote about 
40,000 square miles to lawns (more 
than we use for wheat, corn, or even 
tobacco) and the fury of environmen¬ 
talists has not reduced that figure by 
0.01 


Heather Wilson shows off the prairie garden 
at the Hamilton Board of Education grounds 
at Main and Bay in downtown Hamilton. 


To encourage naturalization 
as an alternative to pesticide use, 
barriers like public acceptance and 
appreciation of alternative land¬ 
scapes must be overcome. Cur¬ 
rently, lawns are the dominant and 
expected landscape in most urban 
and residential areas. 


By Laurel Mclvor 
In the last few years there has 
been an increasing amount of public 
concern and media attention regarding 
the harmful impacts of pesticide 
use. 


The broad category of “pesti¬ 
cides” includes insecticides, herbi¬ 
cides and rodenticides. Pesticides 
are poisons; they are designed to 
kill. While generally these chemi¬ 
cals target specific “pests” they 
have detrimental effects on other 
animals (including humans). Their 
impact is not limited to the specific 
areas where they are applied: pes¬ 
ticides are washed into our water¬ 
sheds and carried into the air we 
breathe. In essence, these sub¬ 
stances are poisoning our ecosys¬ 
tems. 


is “naturalization” or naturalized gar¬ 
dening. A naturalized garden is one 
that incorporates vegetation native to 
our local area and welcomes wildlife. 


and still rely on them for pollination. In 
return, native vegetation provides habi¬ 
tat and food sources for local wildlife. 


In Southern Ontario, where 
natural habitats have become so 
fragmented, using native vegeta¬ 
tion in urban areas can help to 
create and restore connections and 
corridors between natural areas. 
In the broader scheme, using na¬ 
tive plants helps to maintain local 
biodiversity, which in turn contrib¬ 
utes to global biodiversity. 
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From my own personal conversa¬ 
tions and observations, I believe that 
the main reason that naturalized gar¬ 
dening is not more common is because, 
for many people, the whole concept is 
foreign. 

For some people, including five 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club members, 
the concept of a naturalized garden is 
very natural. In July, Lyn Hanna- 
Folkes, Diane & Roland Mills and 
Joanne & Allan Tunnicliffe invited the 
public to view their naturalized gar¬ 
dens as part of the Hamilton Specta¬ 
tor's Open Garden Week. 

In addition, John LaRose and 
Heather Wilson hosted tours at natu¬ 
ralized gardens that they helped cre¬ 
ate. All of these naturalists/gardeners 
are very interested in overcoming the 
barriers, helping others to discover the 
values of naturalization and encourag¬ 
ing people try naturalization in their 
own yards. 

As many HNC members may re¬ 
member, Lyn Hanna-Folkes has been 
involved in habitat restoration projects 
with the Hamilton Region Conserva¬ 
tion Authority as well as naturalization 
efforts with many local schools. 

Her passion to naturalize also ex¬ 
tends to her own yard. One of the first 
things Lyn and Rick did when they 
moved to their new home was to re¬ 
move the lawn (much to her neigh¬ 
bours concern) and start planting native 
species. 

The naturalization work they have 
done is now in its second year. As 
Lyn’s garden also backs onto her in¬ 
laws’ yard, she was also able to show 
Ali Folkes’ garden. It is a semi-natu¬ 


ralized garden designed for low main¬ 
tenance. As such, it has some native 
plant species and some horticultural 
species mixed in together. The two 
different approaches to naturalizing 
were great examples to show to peo¬ 
ple just starting or considering alterna¬ 
tive landscaping. 

With the support of the rest of his 
family, Matt Mills began an ambitious 
garden project when he was 17 (just 
two years ago). They created a vari¬ 
ety of small gardens to attract a diver¬ 
sity of wildlife: a butterfly garden, a 
prairie, a pond and a small woodland 
garden. 


For helpful information 
on naturalized gardening: 

Websites: 

“Backyard Habitats” from 
www.ontarionature.org/home/ 
resou rces.html 

“Easy-to-Grow Native Perennials” 
from www.cnf.ca 

Source for local native plants: 
www.sweetgrassgardens.com 

Royal Botanical Gardens offers a 
variety of naturalised gardening 
courses: www.rbg.ca 

Books: 

Johnson, Lorraine. 1995. The 
Ontario Naturalized Garden. 

Johnson, Lorraine. 1998. Grow 
Wild! Native Plant Gardening in 
Canada. 

Johnson, Lorraine. 1999. 100 
Easy-to-Grow Native Plants for 
Canadian Gardens. 

Merilees, Bill. 2000. The New 
Gardening for Wildlife. 


Matt’s parents, Diane and Roland, 
opened their garden to visitors to show 
the results of their efforts. They are 
finding that the variety of plants and 
even animals is constantly changing. 

The pond has attracted a resident 
Green Frog which co-operatively 
“gulunk”-ed for a couple of the Open 
Garden visitors. One visitor pointed 
out a Zigzag Goldenrod, another natu¬ 
ral ly dispersed addition to the garden. 
By providing natural habitats, wildlife 
has been arriving on its own. 

In contrast, Joanne and Allan 
Tunnicliffe have been incorporating 
natural values of their property into 
their garden. Abutting the Niagara Es¬ 
carpment, they have rock gardens, 
shade gardens, and wetlands (taking 
advantage of a natural spring). 

Free-standing rock walls replace 
the typical fences or gates. In turn 
these walls provide additional habitat 
for wildlife. They use alternative ap¬ 
proaches to insect control, such as com¬ 
panion planting, to minimize damage to 
individual plants. 

Joanne’s main goal for including 
her garden on the Open Garden Week 
was to show neighbours the variety of 
wildlife attracted to their pesticide-free 
garden and encourage others to try 
more natural and lower maintenance 
landscaping approaches. 

John LaRose presented his native 
plant landscaping efforts in the garden 
of one of his clients. In this semi- 
n'aturalizcd garden, he and his client 
share a long-term vision for naturally 
improving the conditions and soil to 
host a wider variety of native plants. 

A young shade-tolerant American 
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Beech has been strategically planted 
near a dying tree to eventually replace 
it. Elsewhere in the yard, they are 
planting other native tree species. 

Under the shade of a mature Black 
Maple, John explains that Black Ma¬ 
ples are better “street trees” than other 
species of maple because they are 
adapted to grow well in flood plains 
and wetter areas, and hence are toler¬ 
ant of confined spaces and soil low in 
nutrients. 

In the heart of the city, far from 
shade, Heather Wilson hosted visitors 
to a re-created prairie garden. This 
educational garden on the front lawn 
of the Hamilton District Board of Edu¬ 
cation Office (on the corner of Main 
and Bay streets) was created by a 
variety of local partners. 

While some observers may pass it 
off as the section of the lawn where 
the lawn mower must have broken, to 
others, it has become a small \prairie 
haven. While Heather was pointing 
out the beauty of the different orna¬ 
mental grasses, a whole host of 
damselflies, bees and flies were feed¬ 
ing on the nectar provided by the Ber¬ 
gamot, sunflowers and cup flowers. 

It was wonderful to see so many 
naturalized gardens and keen natural¬ 
ists willing to host visitors for the Open 
Garden Week. As naturalized gar¬ 
dens become more visible in our com¬ 
munities, more people will appreciate 



and accept them as alternatives to 
lawns. 

In the broader scene, encouraging 
naturalised gardens can reduce our use 
of pesticides, increase habitats for wild¬ 
life and provide links between our natu¬ 
ral areas. 

I would like to thank the Hanna- 
Folkes, Mills and Tunnicliffe families, 
and John LaRose and Heather Wilson 
for their contributions to public educa¬ 
tion. 

Ongoing efforts like these are help¬ 
ing to improve the ecological health of 
the Hamilton area. 


Road Watch 

Environment Canada is consid¬ 
ering development of a Road Watch 
Program to gather information on 
traffic mortal it)'of wild life. Like the 
successful Frogwatch program, data 
would be sought from members of 
the public. 

It would not just focus on road 
kill, but would also examine other 
aspects of road disturbance such as 
spread of invasive plants, disruption 
of breeding bird activity, etc. 

A press release on the program 
noted that “a large body of scien¬ 
tific literature has already been ac¬ 
cumulated on traffic mortality. Now 
it’s time to communicate and share 
the information with public, plan¬ 
ners, landowners and politicians. The 
program will bridge the gap that 
exists between scientific literature 
and general public awareness on 
the devastating and global ecologi¬ 
cal effects of roads.” 


Junior Naturalists 
Leader Training 

The Junior Naturalists’ Club is in 
need of additional leaders. A veiy long 
waiting list is leaving eager kids out in 
the cold, and we’d like to be able to 
expand the club to accommodate them. 

The Junior Naturalists’ Club is a 
joint initiative of Royal Botanical Gar¬ 
dens and the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club. It meets Saturday mornings from 
9:30 to noon, on the last Saturday of 
the month September to November and 
January to May. Occasionally, we of¬ 
fer a Friday evening program instead 
of a Saturday morning. Volunteers are 
asked to attend each meeting and take 
responsibi I ity for some elements of or¬ 
ganizing learning experiences for the 
children. Leaders have a short meet¬ 
ing at the end of each meeting as well 
as a summer and late autumn planning 
meeting. 

We are offering a two-evening 
training program for potential new lead¬ 
ers on Tuesday, September 18 and 
Thursday, September 27, 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. al the RBG Nature Centre. If you 
have an interest in local natural history, 
and would like to share your knowl¬ 
edge and enthusiasm with kids between 
the ages of 5 and 12, and can make a 
monthly commitment of one-half day, 
please plan on attending this two- 
evening session. Instructors Barb 
McKean and Laurel Mclvor will cover 
child development, learning styles, spon¬ 
taneous interpretation, questioning tech¬ 
niques, hike facilitation and more. 

Please preregister by Sept. 17 by 
calling Barb at 905 527-1 158 x 247, or 
emailing her at bmckean@rbg.ca. ^ 
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Fall Tree Cutting Planned for Red Hill Valley 


by Don McLean 

Staff at the City of Hamilton have 
proposed that several thousand trees 
be cut down this fall in Red Hill Valley 
in preparation for the proposed valley 
expressway and the re-routing of Red 
Hill Creek. All of the cutting is sched¬ 
uled for areas identified as prime habi¬ 
tat for Southern Flying Squirrels. A 
1999 City study confirmed the pres¬ 
ence of a significant colony of this 
nationally vulnerable species. 

The tree cutting proposal comes in 
the wake of an April court decision 
that no federal assessment is required 
for the expressway project. That deci¬ 
sion has been appealed and City staff 
have stated that if the appeal is suc¬ 
cessful, an environmental assessment 
screening will resume, possibly leading 
to a new Panel Review. In spite of this 
and numerous other missing approvals 
for the expressway project, City staff 
are proposing to proceed with the val¬ 
ley clear-cutting. 

The following are some of the miss¬ 
ing expressway approvals: 

• The provincial Ministry of the 
Environment has made it clear that the 
City’s plans to excavate 70,000 cubic 
metres from the toxic Rennie dump 
will require an approval under section 
V of the provincial Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Act, and this will trigger a new 
provincial environmental assessment. 
The expressway cannot be built with¬ 
out the dump excavation. 

• The conditions attached to the 
1997 provincial exemption order for 
the expressway require the City to com¬ 
plete an internal assessment of the 


project. Initial draft reports were is¬ 
sued in mid-1998 but abandoned un¬ 
completed when the federal assessment 
began. 

The initial work identified major 
problems with air quality, noise, health, 
climatic impacts, ecological impacts and 
visual impacts. The City solicited and 
received numerous comments from the 
public in October 1998 but has never 
replied to these. All the reports remain 
in the draft stage. 

• The exemption order also re¬ 
quires that the City obtain an approval 
from the Niagara Escarpment Com¬ 
mission for the road crossing of the 
escarpment. The NEC has not given 
this approval and the initial consultants 
report on this issue recommended 
against approval. 

Lawyers for the NEC also have 
determined that the City will need a 
whole new approval from the NEC for 
the expressway, over half of which is 
located within the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan Area. 

• The Hamilton Region Conserva¬ 
tion Authority is responsible for cut 
and fill regulations and other flood con¬ 
trol measures in Red Hill Valley. An 
approval from the Conservation Au¬ 
thority must be received before the 
City can re-route the creek or do any 
construction work on the floor of the 
valley. 

The Conservation Authority also is 
responsible for enforcing the City’s 
tree-cutting bylaw adopted last year. 
The general manager of the Conser¬ 
vation Authority has recently written 


to Mayor Wade “if the City intends to 
exempt themselves [from the bylaw], 
and if so, for what reasons.” Convic¬ 
tion under the bylaw may result in fines 
of $20,000 and imprisonment up to three 
years. 

• City financial staff have warned 
that the expressway will impose a ma¬ 
jor financial burden on the City and 
may even contribute to bankrupting the 
City if accompanied by an economic 
downturn. Credit agencies have already 
told the City that borrowing for the 
expressway may lead to downgrading 
of the City’s credit rating. 

• The province is now proposing a 
mid-Peninsula expressway with a pos¬ 
sible connection to the Red Hill Valley 
expressway. This would significantly 
alter the traffic load and other factors 
associated with the valley route with 
unknown implications. MPP Ted 
McMeekin recently called for a new 
environmental assessment of the Red 
Hill road becauseofthe implications of 
the mid-peninsula corridor. 

• Native peoples have announced 
a land claim affecting Red Hill Valley. 
They are concerned about native graves 
and other sacred sites that are likely 
located in the valley. 

In addition, the growing govern¬ 
ment and public concern about smog, 
air pollution, and climate change should 
lead both the provincial and the federal 
governments to adopt policies prevent¬ 
ing the destruction of urban forests 
and their replacement with highways. 
These issues should also give pause to 
local decision-makers, but that seems 
less likely in Hamilton. j|| 
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Will the Oak Ridges Moraine be Protected? 


Earlier this year, the Ontario gov¬ 
ernment imposed a six month morato¬ 
rium on development in the Oak Ridges 
Moraine in order to allow time to de¬ 
velop a comprehensive land use policy 
for this sensitive area. 

The Draft Strategy for the Oak 
Ridges Moraine was released for pub¬ 
lic comment on August 14, 2001. It 
divides the 195,000 hectares of the 
Moraine into four Land-Use Designa¬ 
tions, including Natural Core Areas 
(37%), Natural Linkage Areas (16%), 
Countryside Areas (38%), and Settle¬ 
ment Areas (9 %). 

The Strategy was developed by a 
14 member multi-stakeholder Advisory 
Panel, including the Federation of On¬ 
tario Naturalists (FON) and two other 
conservation groups, three developers 


and several government agencies. 

FON is pleased with some of the 
ingredients in the Draft Strategy and 
feel it is a good framework towards 
protecting the Moraine, particularly with 
the protection measures for core natu¬ 
ral areas and linkages. The Strategy is 
also unique in that it provides for eco¬ 
system-based planning — a milestone 
in Ontario. 

However, FON feels the Plan 
needs strengthening to ensure that the 
final Plan protects the Moraine’s natu¬ 
ral heritage features and curbs urban 
sprawl across the entire Moraine. 

FON would like to see clear Mo¬ 
raine-specific legislation that includes 
a land-use plan that contains urban 
development within existing settlement 


boundaries. The plan must protect the 
majority of the Moraine in natural ar¬ 
eas as well as rural and farm land¬ 
scapes, and must ensure water 
recharge. 

The FON is asking individuals to 
write to the provincial government by 
September 14 and ask that the final 
Plan reduce future highway develop¬ 
ment on the Moraine, not allow aggre¬ 
gate mining, and eliminate estate 
residential developments. 

The Draft Strategy is available 
through the Ministry of Municipal Af¬ 
fairs and Housing website - 
www.gov.mah.on.ca . Information will 
also be available throughout the com¬ 
menting period on the FON’s website 
— www.ontarionature.org . 
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Letters should be addressed to: 
Oak Ridges Moraine Consultations, 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Hous¬ 
ing, 17 th Floor, 777 Bay Street, To¬ 
ronto, Ontario M5G 2E5. Fax: (416) 
585-4245. The email address is: 
oakridgesmoraine@mah.gov.on.ca 

Other environmental groups are 
more critical of the Draft Strategy. 
The Toronto Environmental Alliance 
and six Moraine organizations are call¬ 
ing the Strategy a "partial victory" but 
warn of "loopholes could still allow 
significant development over the long 
term, jeopardizing water resources and 
the unique Moraine environment." 

These groups identify the follow¬ 
ing significant issues: 

• “Rural residential” developments 
(or estate development housing, typi¬ 
cally on two-acre lots) are permitted 
on the 38% of the moraine to be classi¬ 
fied as “countryside”. If this type of 
housing is permitted, there will be pres¬ 
sures to build, and over the long term, a 
significant area of the moraine could 
be paved, resulting in high-class urban 
sprawl. In fact, estate development 
housing, with a small population spread 
over a large urbanized area, is the 
worst form of sprawl, consuming large 
areas of natural land in relation to the 
population accommodated. It is inap¬ 
propriate to permit new housing on as 
large an area as 38% of the moraine. 

• Under the recommendations, 
other permitted uses of the “country¬ 
side” lands could include theme parks 
and more golf courses, in their cat¬ 
egory of “active recreational facilities”. 
Both are inappropriate. 

• The recommendations would per¬ 


mit major housing developments and 
extensions of urban boundaries to be 
proposed as part of regional Official 
Plan reviews, which normally take place 
every five years. Rejections could then 
be appealed to the Ontario Municipal 
Board or other body. Thus, we could 
still be fighting endless legal battles 
with developers, as the Official Plans 
come up for review. Veiy specific and 
enforced guidelines need to be put in 
place to guard against inappropriate 
urban expansion. 

• The panel’s mandate was to 
come to a consensus focused on pro¬ 
tection of the moraine. In fact, a larger 
perspective is needed, considering the 
moraine as a significant component of 
a truly smart growth land use plan for 
the entire province. The issue of urban 
sprawl off the moraine was not ad¬ 
dressed. It is not good enough to sim¬ 
ply export bad development a few 
kilometers over the moraine boundary. 
These recommendations could win a 
battle for the moraine, but we still have 
to win the war against the fundamental 
problem of urban sprawl. 

• Gravel pits are not even ex¬ 
cluded from the core areas. They 
should be phased out in the key envi¬ 
ronmental areas. 

• Linkage areas are vital to pro¬ 
vide corridors for plant and wildlife. 
Proposed linkage areas are not big 
enough. They were whittled down 
from about 30% of the overall land 
base (in a proposal by the Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs) to only 17%. This 
compares poorly to the linkages on the 
Niagara Escarpment, which total 35% 
of the land base. 

The groups conclude that: "The 


required perspective for protection of 
the Oak Ridges Moraine should be in 
terms of generations, not five-year Of¬ 
ficial Plan review periods. The mo¬ 
raine is a landform to be preserved for 
our children and their children, notjust 
as a solution to current pressures." 

Alberta Wilderness 
Threatened 

The Canadian Parks and Wilder¬ 
ness Society and other conservation 
groups are calling on the Canadian gov¬ 
ernment to reconsider its plans to hold 
next year’s summit of the G-8 in 
Kananaskis, Alberta. The groups note 
that the Kananaskis “is an area of high 
environmental sensitivity'. It’s also an 
area where there has been an exten¬ 
sive public debate and broad consen¬ 
sus reached on the importance of 
protecting its wilderness character.” 

“A meeting of the G-8, involving 
such an intense level of activity, should 
be held in an area which can physically 
withstand that pressure,” warned 
Stephen Legault, Executive Director 
of Wildcanada.net. “We are suggest¬ 
ing a major Canadian city, rather than 
a fragile mountain valley.” Legault 
noted that anytime tens of thousands 
of people gather in one place in a frag¬ 
ile mountain environment, some dam¬ 
age is bound to occur 

The groups anticipate that the wide¬ 
spread demonstrations, which have 
coincided with high-profile international 
meetings in recent years, and the se¬ 
curity measures that may be taken 
against demonstrators, will bring sig¬ 
nificant environmental damage, and 
have vowed to counter any such de¬ 
struction. EH 
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Recovery Plan for Sydenham River Species at Risk 


The article below focusses on 
freshwater species at risk, like fish and 
mussels, and describes the develop¬ 
ment of a recovery plan for a diverse 
watershed in southwestern Ontario. 

Many aquatic species are very sen¬ 
sitive to changes in their environments 
and were initially overlooked in endan¬ 
gered species lists. 

If you recall, Dr. Janice Metcalfe- 
Smith recently presented a seminar for 
the HNC on the freshwater mussel 
communities of southern Ontario. Pre¬ 
liminary status reports for mussels in¬ 
dicated that the Sydenham River basin 
contained five endangered species, 
which resulted in the formation of the 
Sydenham River Recovery Team. 

Other freshwater groups, such as 
bottom-dwelling insects (mayflies, 
caddisflies and dragonflies) may soon 
be included in COSEWIC’s species- 
at-risk lists. 

Information was provided by 
Shawn Staton, Fisheries & Oceans 
Canada. 

By the Sydenham River 
Recovery Team 

The Sydenham River in southwest¬ 
ern Ontario is a biological treasure. 
The watershed is located in the 
Carolinian zone and is home to a wide 
range of plants and animals. 

Many of the animals that live in 
the river are hidden from view and 
easily go unnoticed. At least 82 spe¬ 
cies of fish and 34 species of freshwa¬ 
ter mussels have been found in the 
river. A large number of these species 
are rare in Canada and 14 species (8 


Local Ecological Research 
A regular column on ecological 
research and management in the 
Hamilton area. Submissions and 
suggestions should be sent to 
Susan Doka at (905) 525-7511 
<sdoka@cgocable. net> 

fish, 5 mussels, and 1 turtle) that live in 
the river have been nationally listed as 
endangered, threatened or vulnerable 
species. Several of these species are 
found nowhere else in Canada, and 
some, like the northern riffleshell, re¬ 
main at only a few locations on Earth. 

Why are these species important? 

Most of the rare species in the 
Sydenham River are sensitive to envi¬ 
ronmental change. These species are 
like “canaries in a coal mine”. They 
need clean water and if their populations 
are healthy, it means the river is healthy. 

These species also are important 
to the ecology of the river. Mussels 
are filter feeders that remove nutrients 
and pollutants from water. Fishes are 
important in the food web. Although 



The Sydenham River is important 
to the globally rare Northern 
Riffleshell (photo - NWRI) 



The Eastern Sand Darter needs 
clean sandy riffles and pools 
(photo - ROM) 


most people would not notice if a mus¬ 
sel or small fish species disappeared, it 
would be a warning sign for the river. 

The good news is that most of 
these rare species are still present in 
the river. Protecting and improving habi¬ 
tat in the river will help ensure their 
long-term survival. 

The Recovery Plan 

Although many recovery plans fo¬ 
cus on individual species (e.g., Per¬ 
egrine Falcon), it was felt that it would 
be more effective to address all the 
species at risk that occur in the 
Sydenham River in a single recovery 
plan. 

In 1999, the Sydenham River re¬ 
covery team was formed with repre¬ 
sentatives from federal (National Water 
Research Institute and Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans) and provincial 
governments (Ontario Ministry of Natu¬ 
ral Resources), the St. Clair Region 
Conservation Authority, the Royal On¬ 
tario Museum, University of Guelph, 
and the three local stewardship coun¬ 
cils (Lambton, Middlesex, Kent). 

The goal of the recovery plan be¬ 
ing prepared by this group is to sustain 
a healthy ecosystem for aquatic spe¬ 
cies at risk in the Sydenham River. 
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Increasing awareness regarding the 
rare species' in the river, (developing 
partnerships, and stewardship initiatives 
will be important components of the 
recovery, plan. The planning team is 
currently assembling background in¬ 
formation for the plan. A Sydenham 
River Stewardship Program has also 
been initiated''to help landowners im¬ 
prove riparian areas. •• ,i.. ■ 

For more information please con- 
tact: Muriel Ahdreae', St. Clair Region 
Conservation Authority at (519) 245- 
3710. m ■ 


Environmental 
Hamilton Festival 

• , •! I . i -' • . * . • i ‘ : 

Local environmental and social 
justice groups, including the HNC, 
are participating in a free Gaia Fest 
in downtown, Hamiltpn on .Sunday, 
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Working for Wilderness 


The Working for Wilderness pro¬ 
gram of the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists (FON) provides hands-on 
activities in which you will gain con¬ 
servation skills while visiting spectacu¬ 
lar places across Ontario. 

Here are the four Fall opportuni¬ 
ties. As always, trips are inclusive, and 
the expedition cost covers food, ac¬ 
commodations, tools, instruction, and 
in most cases, on-site transportation. 

Lake Superior Provincial Park 
Trail Work - September 8 to 23, 
2001 - $990 

Join us fora ‘Northern Getaway’! 
You will be working with international 
volunteers brushing and clearing trails 
along a hiking trail parallel to Lake 
Superior, as well as building steps and 
installing drainage systems and trail 
porkers. Enjoy the north shore’s fall 
cp f (cjur,?iand gtipient picjographs! 

InstE^fl??I/ - y, ou can pnlyjoin 
upJx>r ; pgrt of thi^.trip,,you ca,n register; 
f 9 t;.$ 5 ?, 5 , .Tlie.Voyageui: j Tra 1 il septiop, 
(HRY'frPF? Sept,, 8,-15 and ihe.^.ake 
^pperior PrpyjneiglPark section,ftcstR 
Sept, 15-23.' 
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liruee Peninsula National Park 
Restoration - September 14 to 
17, 2001 - $135 

" Work with staff from the park to 
help restore ecologically disturbed ar-r 
eas,','thereby reducing the human ‘eco¬ 
logical footprint’ in the park. The Bruce 
Trail runs through the park, and the 
Spectacular waters of Georgian Bay 
ahdTathom'FiveNational Marine Park 
await you! ' > ' > \<>Vs :t ■ 
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Pinery Savannah and Dune Resto¬ 
ration - September 26 to 28, 2001 
- $115 

You will have a chance to collect 
and plant seeds from various savannah 
species, remove small pine plantations 
and transplant dune grasses on this 
expedition. The park boasts a great 
visitors’ center, canoe and kayak 
rentals, and fantastic hiking trails. 

Pelee Island Trail Work - Octo-m 
ber 12 to 15, 2001 - $135 

Experience and enjoy the natural 
wonders of Canada’s most southerly 
inhabited point, as you help build a 
gravel trail at the Federation of On¬ 
tario Naturalists’ Stone Road Alvar 
Nature Reserve. The trail will protect 
80 locally and globally rare plant and 
animal species, and enhance visitor 
experiences at the site. 

This trip was previously advertised 
with incorrect dates. Please nble'th'e 
pppipcg-tj-jp figte.s.Tbove.gl 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 


The Wood Duck 


By Rob Dobos 

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2001 to April 30: 177. Underlined species or dates require 
documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird 
Records Committee. For species marked with all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are 
listed. 

Observers: Bob Bernard (BB), George Bryant (GB), Wayne Bullock (WB), Mike Burrell (MBu), Barb Charlton (BC), 
Jim Cram (JC), Mark Cranford (MC), Tom Crooks (TC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dobos (RD), Dave Don (DD), Cheryl 
Edgecombe (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Ron Fleming (RF), Marcel Gahbauer (MG), Dean Gugler (DGu), Jack Hanna 
(JHa), Bev Hettrick (BH), Jim Hummel (JHu), Jean Iron (Jl), Mark Jennings (MJ), Jean Johnson (JJ), Andrew Keaveney 
(AK), Burke Korol (BKo), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), 
Stuart Mackenzie (SM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Gerard McNaughton (GMN), Sandra Metzger (SMz), Matt Mills (MM), 
Loretta Mousseau (LM), John Murphy (JMu), Rod Murray (RMu), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), Jean Niskanen 
(JN), Dan Olech (DO), Karen Olech (KO), John Olmsted (JO), Rose Petersen (RP), John Pomeroy (JP), George Redburn 
(GR), Greg Salter (GSa), Donna Sheppard (DS), Glenda Slessor (GS), Bill Smith (BS), Ian Smith (IS), Robert Stamp (RSt), 
Mike Street (MS), Ruth Summers (RSu), Peter Thoem (PT), Louise Unitt (LU), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Phill Walker (PW), 
Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
SM -singing male 
terr. -territorial bird(s) 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 
I s ' ba. -first basic 

l sl alt. -first alternate 
2 nd alt. -second alternate 


Counties/Regions/Cities: 
Brant [BR] 

Haldimand [HD] 

Halton [HL] 

Hamilton [. HM\ 

Niagara [M7] 

Peel [PZ,] 

Waterloo [WT] 

Wellington [WL\ 


March - April 2001: 

Red-throated Loon#: Birds at Woodland Cemetery [HAT]: I -Apr 7 * (KM), 5 -Apr 8 (JC,BS,PW), 22 -Apr 10 
(JO,RSt,GB,JHa); nine past Pier 4 Park, Hamilton [HM] Apr 9 (RC,GS); one on Lake Ontario off L.P. Sayers Park [HM] 
Apr 15 (KM); one at West End of Lake Ontario Apr 28 (RC). 

Common Loon: Birds at Beatner C.A., Grimsby [NG\. 2 -Apr 3 *, 16 -Apr 13, 20 -Apr 14 (NPH); six off Green Rd [HW] 
Apr 15 (RD). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Four at Green Mt Rd Quarry [HM] Mar 8 F (RC,GS), and five there Apr 7 (BW); one at Bronte 
Harbour [HL] Mar 16 (MJ); two on Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HM] Apr 7-14 (RD;KM); five at Valens C.A. [HAL] Apr 

16 (RD); one terr. at Foreman Rd Wetland [HA'f] Apr 22 (RC); one terr. at Sudden Tract [WT] Apr 25 (RC,GS). 

Horned Grebe: One at Bronte Harbour Mar 7 (RC,GS); two off LaSalle Marina Mar 10 (KM), and five there Mar 31 (RF 
et al.y, one at Valley Inn [HL] Apr 6 (BW); 39 off Burlington Lakeshore Apr 15 (RD); three off Woodland Cemetery Apr 

17 (RD). 


page 15 


The Wood Duck _ September 2001 

Red-necked Grebe: Birds at Bronte Harbour [HL\. 1 -Mar 8 F (LU), 5 -Mar 21 (JN), 18 -Apr 12 (MJ), 5 pairs -Apr 21 
(GE), nest w/1 egg-Apr 22 (GE); six off Shoreacres [HL\ Mar 31 (RF el a/.), and 34 there Apr 15 (RD); five off Bayshore 
Park [HAP] Apr 12 (RD); 45 off Rattray Marsh [PL] Apr 23 (AK); 12 off Spencer Smith Park [HL\ Apr 29 (PT). 

Double-crested Cormorant: One imm. at NE Shore of Harbour [HAP] Mar 15 (RD); one ad. past CCIW [HL\ Mar 21 F 
(RD); 300 at Bronte Apr 9 (MJ). 

Great Blue Heron: One at Woodland Cemetery Mar 11 F (KM,RW). 

Great Egret#: Two at Fifty Point C.A. [HM/NG] Apr 8 * (BM), and one there Apr 9-13 (m.obs.); two at Middletown 
Marsh [HAP] Apr 15-22 (BC.RC.GS). 

Green Heron: One at Middletown Marsh (BC) and one at Burloak Woods [HL] (MJ) Apr 22 *. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Birds at Bronte Marsh [HL\. 9 -Apr 2 F, 48 -Apr 6, 62 -Apr 12 (MJ); 10 at Tollgate Ponds 
[HAP] Apr 15 (RD). 

Turkey Vulture: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 424 -Mar 23, 455 -Apr 3, 462 -Apr 4 (NPH). 

Snow Goose#: 52 “Greater” at Vanderliek Ponds, Bismarck [MG] Mar 18 * (RC,GS), and one imm. blue morph “Lesser” 
there Apr 3 (RC,GS); one imm. “Greater” at Smithville Sewage Ponds [MG] Apr 29 L (RC,GS). 

Canada Goose: 1050 at Vanderliek Ponds Mar I 8 and 1200 there Apr 3 including one “Richardson’s” subspecies (RC,GS). 
Tundra Swan: 52 over Roseland Creek, Burlington [HL] Mar 12 * (RC,GS); 25 over Dundas Mar 13 and 60 there Mar 15 
(JJ); eight over York Rd, Dundas [HAP] (BW) and two at LaSalle Marina (RD) Mar 14; 24 at Dundas Marsh [HAP] Mar 18 
(KM,RW); seven over Middletown Marsh Mar 28 (RD); 60 over Burlington Lakeshore Mar 29 (PT); one at Beamer C.A. 
Apr 1 (KM); nine off Green Rd Apr 7 (DL,GL); one at Binbrook C.A. [HAP] Apr 23 L (DL,GL). 

Wood Duck: Seven at Middletown Marsh Mar 24 F (RD); 14 at Sudden Tract Apr 5 (RC,GS); 10 at Valley Inn Apr 10 
(RD). 

Gadwall: 78 at Dundas Marsh Apr 1 (RD). 

American Wigeon: Two off Bayshore Park Mar 4 * (RC,GS); two at Dundas Hydro Pond [HAP] Mar 14 (AWi.KWi); two 
at Middletown Marsh Mar 24 (RD); three at PetroCanada Pier [HL] Apr 5-8 (MJ); three at Foreman Rd Wetland and three 
at Valens C.A. Apr 16 (RD). 

Mallard: 350 at 5 th Rd E, Saltfleet [HAP] Mar 22 (RC,GS). 

Blue-winged Teal: One at Twenty Mile Creek, St. Ann’s [M3] Mar 22 * (RC,GS); three at Bronte Marsh Apr 6 (MJ); 
four at Dundas Marsh Apr 15 (RD); five at Middletown Marsh Apr 16 (RD). 

Northern Shoveler: Four off Travelodge Hotel [HL] Mar 13 (RC); two at Middletown Marsh Mar 24-29 (RD); five at 
Valens C.A. Apr 16 (RD); six at Rattray Marsh Apr 23 (AK). 

Northern Pintail: 1 8 at Twenty Mile Creek, St. Ann’s Mar 18 (RC,GS); four at Middletown Marsh Mar 24 (RD). 
Green-winged Teal: Eight at Princess Point [HAP] Mar 8 F (JJ); seven at Valley Inn Apr 10 (RD); 16 at Dundas Marsh 
Apr 15 (RD); seven at Valens C.A. Apr 16 (RD). 

Canvasback: 250 at Hamilton Harbour Mar 4 (RC,GS). 

Redhead: 600 at Hamilton Harbour Mar 4 (RC,GS); seven at Valens C.A. Apr 16 (RD). 

Ring-necked Duck: Three at Valley Inn Mar 30 F (RD); 51 at Dundas Marsh Apr I (RD); 14 off LaSalle Marina Apr 7 
(RD); birds on Apr 14 (RD): 35 -Green Mt Rd Quarry, 20 -Grimsby Sewage Ponds, 30 -Vanderliek Ponds; 60 at Foreman 
Rd Wetland Apr 16 (RD). 

Greater Scaup: 5000 at Hamilton Harbour Mar 4 (RC,GS). 

Lesser Scaup: 1500 at Hamilton Harbour Mar 4 (RC,GS). 
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King Eider#: One I s ' ba. m. off Sioux Lookout Park [HL] Mar 7 (RC.GS); birds off Green Rd: 1 1* ba. m. -Apr 2 (MBu el 
a/.), 5 I s ' ba. m.,2f. -Apr 4 (JO,RSt,JHa), If. -Apr 6 (RD). 

COMMON ELDER#: One f. dresseri off Travelodge Hotel /Spencer Smith Park Mar 1-Apr 12L (m.obs.). 

Surf Scoter: 250 off Burlington Lakeshore Mar 7 (RC,GS); 140 off Travelodge Hotel Mar 3 1 (KM); 105 off Green Rd Apr 
6 (RD). 

White-winged Scoter: Seven off Burlington Lakeshore Mar 7 (RC.GS); nine off LaSalle Marina Apr 7 (RD). 

Black Scoter: One f. off Burlington Lakeshore Mar 7 (RC.GS); I in.,If. off Travleodge Hotel Mar 9 (RC GS) and one 1 st 
alt. m. there Mar 31 (KM). 

Long-tailed Duck: One leucistic f. off Guelph Line [HL] Mar 15 (JI); 7000 off Bronte Apr 5 (MJ); 2000 at W End of Lake 
Ontario Apr 28 (RC). 

Bufflehead: 240 off Bronte Apr 5 (MJ); 300 at W End of Lake Ontario Apr 28 (RC). 

Common Goldeneye: One leucistic f. off Guelph Line Mar 15 (JI). 

Hooded Merganser: Two at Valley Inn Mar 30 (RD); three at Middletown Marsh Mar 31 (BC); seven at Dundas Marsh 
Apr 1 (RD); 10 f. at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 14 (RD); three at Foreman Rd Wetland and four at Valens C A Apr 16 
(RD). 

Ruddy Duck: 80 at Tollgate Ponds Mar 19 (RD), and 95 there Apr 2 (MJ); four at Vanderliek Ponds Apr 14 (RD); eight at 
Dundas Marsh Apr 15 (RD). 

Osprey: Birds at BeamerC.A.: 1 -Apr 1 *, 11 -Apr 12, 7 -Apr 13, 8 -Apr 14 (NPH); two at Pier 8, Hamilton Harbour [HM\ 
Apr 8 (RC,GS) attempting to build a nest on a light standard, later abandoned; two at Dundas Marsh Apr 8 (RC,GS) where 
they have previously attempted nesting; one returned to the nest site at Mountsberg C.A. Apr 11 (SMz). 

Bald Eagle#: 26 counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 9F-Apr 28 (NPH); one ad. at Grand River at Glen Morris [5/?] Mar 11 
(BB); one ad. with a green patagial tag at Woodland Cemetery Mar 16 (JMu); one imm. at Taquanyah C A [HD] Mar 30 
(DL,GL). 

Northern Harrier: One at Butter Rd E of Fiddlers Green Rd [HM\ Mar 5 (RD); birds at Beamer C.A. 2 -Mar 15 F, 22 - 
Apr 8, 10 -Apr 14; one pair at I0' h Rd E, Saltfleet [HM\ Mar 31 (RD). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Birds at BeamerC.A.: 1 -Mar 9 F, 178 -Apr 8, 316 -Apr 12, 438 -Apr 14, 218 -Apr 23 (NPH). 

Cooper’s Hawk: One terr. pair at Middletown Marsh Mar 1-on (RD,BC); one terr. pair at Governors Rd C.A. [HM\ Mar 
22 (JJ); birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 2 F, 12 -Mar 29, 13 -Apr 10 (NPH). 

Northern Goshawk#: 14 counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 15F-Apr 23 (NPH). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 10 F, 98 -Mar 29, 70 -Mar 31 (NPH). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 3 -Apr 10 *, 2672 -Apr 14, 817 -Apr 22, 730 -Apr 25 (NPH); 310 over 
Cochrane Rd, Hamilton [ HM\ Apr 14 and 250 there Apr 22 (RD). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 2 F, 7 -Apr 4, 6 -Apr 14, 6 -Apr 22 (NPH). 

Golden Eagle#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 2 -Mar 19 *, 1 -Apr 13, 1 -Apr 14, 1 -Apr 22, 1 -Apr 25 L (NPH). 

Merlin#: One at Roseland Creek Mar 14 (RC); Birds at Beemer C.A.: 2 -Mar 31 F, 1 -Apr 5, 1 -Apr 16, 1 -Apr 22, 1 -Apr 
25 (NPH). 

Peregrine Falcon#: The pair nesting at the Sheraton Hotel, Downtown Hamilton [HM] were incubating eggs by the end of 
Mar (MS); one roosting at CCIW Apr 1 was detected by its radio collar (this bird wintered in Cartagena, Columbia, and was 
destined for a Toronto nest site) (MG); one at BeamerC.A. Apr 4 and one there Apr 14 (NPH); one at QEW &Hwy 2 [HL] 
Apr 12 (RD). 
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Gray Partridge#: Nine at Green Rd, Brantford Airport [RR] Mar 11 (MC et a/.). 

Ring-necked Pheasant#: One m. at Hwy 6, Flamborough [HM] Apr 13 (KM.RW); one m. NW of Clappisons Corners 
[HM] Apr 15 (RD); one m. at l sl Rd E, Saltfleet [HM] Apr 21 (DL). 

Wild Turkey#: Ten at Stoney Creek Rd, York [HD] Mar 30 (DL,GL); one at Iroquois Heights C.A. [HM\ Apr 10 (WBY 
one at Governors Rd E of Binkley Rd [HM] Apr 12 (DGu). 

Virginia Rail#: One terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 22 * (BC); one at Rattray Marsh Apr 23 (AK); one terr. at Grass Lake 
[WT\ Apr 25 (RC,GS); one at Burloak Woods Apr 30 (MJ). 

Sora#: Two at Mineral Springs & Slote Rds [HM] Apr 29 * (JJ). 

American Coot: Five at LaSalle Marina Apr 1 F (RD); seven at Bronte Harbour Apr 5 (MJ). 

Sandhill Crane#: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 3 * and another there Apr 20 (NPH); two at Scenic Dr W of Hwy 24 [BR] Mar 
25 (JP)pone terr. pair at Grass Lake Apr 25 (RC,GS). 

Killdeer: Two at Middletown Marsh Mar 15 (RD). 

Greater Yellowlegs: One at Middletown Marsh Apr 8*-12 (BC;RD); two at Valens C.A. and two at Sheffield Rd [HM 1 
Apr 15 (RC.GS). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: One at E end of Harbour Apr 22 * (RC,GS). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One at Hendrie Valley [HL] Apr 28 * (GR); one at Smithvilie Sewage Ponds Apr 29 (RC GSY one at 
Valley Inn Apr 30 (RD,MM). 

Spotted Sandpiper: One at Smithvilie Sewage Ponds Apr 22 * (RC,GS,JI,JHu). 

Upland Sandpiper#: One terr. at 10 Rd E, Saltfleet [HM\ Apr 14 * (RD), and four there Apr 22 (GE et al.). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 50 at 10 lh Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 15 * (PT.KM); two at Elmtree & Mountain Rds [MJ] Apr 16 (RC.GS); 
20 NW of Smithvilie [VG] Apr 22 (RC,GS,JI,JHu); 44 at Vanderliek Ponds Apr 29 (RC,GS). 

Common Snipe: One at Foreman Rd Wetland and one at African Lion Safari [HM] Apr 5 (RD,GS); one terr. at 10" 1 Rd E, 
Saltfleet Apr 14 (RD); one terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 23 (BC). 

American Woodcock: Two terr. at Middletown Marsh Mar 15 * (RD). 

Laughing Gull#: One ad. at Leander Boat Club [HM] Mar 4 (RC,GS). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Two off Green Rd (DL,GL) and six at PetroCanada Pier (MJ) Apr 7 *; nine past Pier 4 Park Apr 9 
(RC.GS); 84 past Woodland Cemetery Apr 13 (RD,RC,GS); 66 off Fifty Point C.A. Apr 14 (RD); 50 off Burlington 
Lakeshore Apr 15 (RD); 30 off L.P. Sayers Park Apr 1 5 (KM); 12 at Burlington Ship Canal [HM/HL] Apr 26 (RD). 
Iceland Gull#: One ad. at East End of Harbour Apr 7 (KM); one 1 st alt. at PetroCanada Pier Apr 20 (RD). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One ad. off Fruitland Rd [HM] Mar 18 (DD,TC); one ad. at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 15 
(RD); one 2 nd alt. off Shoreacres Apr 21 (KM). 

Glaucous Gull#: One ad. at Vanderliek Pond Mar 22 (RC,GS). 

Caspian Tern: One at Bronte Apr 3 * and 232 there Apr 14 (MJ); 140 at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 8 (RC,GS), and 250 
there Apr 13 (RD). 

Common Tern: Five off Fifty Point C.A. Apr 14 * (RD); four at Bronte Apr 16 (MJ). 

Forster’s Tern#: One off Fifty Point C.A. Apr 14 * (RD); one at Van Wagners Portds Apr 27 (BW). 

Long-eared Owl#: One at Middletown Marsh Mar 3 (RD); five at Bronte Creek Prov. Park [HL] Mar 3 (BW), and eight 
there Mar 14 (RC); three at Burloak Woods Mar 17 L (MJ). 

Short-eared Owl#: One at Green Rd, Brantford Airport Mar 25 (BKo). 
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Northern Saw-whet Owl#: One at Burloak Woods Mar 4 (MJ,BH,DO); one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park Mar 3-14 L 
(BW;RC). 

Whip-poor-will#: One heard calling at N Service Rd & Dorval Dr, Oakville [ HL] Mar 20*-23 (DS;JN et al.) would be 
record early. 

Chimney Swift: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 22 * (NPH). 

Belted Kingfisher: One at Lakeshore at Fifty Rd [HA'L] Mar 31 F (RD). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker#: One at Middletown Marsh Mar 24 (RD); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 13-14 (NPH). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Two at Bronte Apr 9 F (MJ). 

Northern Flicker: 15 past Pier 4 Park Apr 8 (RC,GS); 30 past Woodland Cemetery Apr 13 (RD,RC,GS). 

Pileated Woodpecker#: One at Middletown Marsh Mar 3-24 (RD); one at Hwy 6 S of Millgrove [HAT] Apr 16 (RD); one 
at Beamer C.A. Apr 19 (NPH). 

Least Flycatcher: One at Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD] Apr 23 * (LM). 

Eastern Phoebe: Two at Burloak Woods Apr 5 * (MJ). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Westdale Ravine [HA'L] Apr 14 * (BS); one at Burloak Woods Apr 30 (MJ). 

Eastern Kingbird: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Apr 27 * (JJ). 

Northern Shrike#: One atNE Shore of Harbour Mar 15 (RD); one at Hwy 52 & Gore Rd [HAT] Mar 18 (DL,GL); one at 
Fifty Rd at Escarpment [HAT\ Mar 3 1 (RF el al.)', one at 8" 1 Rd E, Saltfleet Mar 3 1 (RD et al). 

Blue-headed Vireo: One at Burloak Woods Apr 29 * (MJ). 

Warbling Vireo: One at St. George St, Brantford [5/?] Apr 29 * (BL). 

Purple Martin: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 8 * (NPH). 

Tree Swallow: Two at Caledonia [HD] Mar 16 * (GSa) were early; 200 at Grand River at Glen Morris [£/?] Apr 5 
(RC,GS); 50 at Hendrie Valley Apr 10 (RD). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 8 * (NPH). 

Bank Swallow: Two at Burloak Park Apr 10 * (MJ). 

Barn Swallow: One at Cone 5 W of Westover Rd [HAT] Apr 6 * (BC). 

Cliff Swallow: Two at Bronte Harbour Apr 8 * (MJ,DO). 

Tufted Titmouse#: One SM at S Shore of Cootes Paradise Mar 8 (JJ); one SM at Olympic Arena, Dundas [HAT] Mar 15 
(JJ); one at Caledonia Mar 17 (GSa); one SM at Beamer C.A. Mar 20 (NPH); two at Fifty Point C.A. early-Apr (SM); two 
at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Mar 3 1 (RF et al), and one SM there Apr 15 (RD); one SM at Spencer Creek Woods [HAT] 
Apr 28 (JJ); one at Sixteen Mile Creek & Upper Middle Rd [HL] Apr 29 (RMu). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One at Shell Park Apr 9 F (MJ); two terr. at Hyde Tract [HAT] Apr 16 (RD). 

Brown Creeper: Three at LaSalle Park [HL] Apr 12 F (RD). 

Carolina Wren#: Two SM at Spencer Creek Woods Mar 2-Apr 22 (JJ); one SM at S Shore of Cootes Paradise Mar 8 (JJ); 
one at Camborne Cres, Burlington [HL] inid-Jan-mid-Mar ( fide RSu); one SM at Dundas Marsh Apr 1 (RD); one at Bronte 
Harbour Apr 24 (MJ); one SM at Berry Tract [HAT] Apr 27 (JJ); one SM at Sixteen Mile Creek & Upper Middle Rd Apr 29 
(RMu). 

House Wren: One SM at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Apr 15 * (RD). 

Winter Wren: Three at Bronte Apr 7 F (MJ). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Two at Beamer C.A. Mar 18 F (NPH); 30 at LaSalle Park Apr 12 (RD); 30 at Burloak Woods 
Apr 13 (RD). 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 8 * (NPH). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at Shell Park Apr 13 * (DD;RD), and three there Apr 23 (RD,MM). 

Eastern Bluebird: Three N of Smithville [Mr] Mar 18 (RC,GS). 

Hermit Thrush: Two at Burloak Woods Apr 9 F (MJ). 

Brown Thrasher: One at Berry Tract Mar I I (TC,DD,CE,GMN) was an overwintering bird; one at Bronte Harbour Apr 
12 F (MJ). 

American Pipit#: One at Valley Inn Mar 24 * (MJ,DO,KO); one at Woodland Cemetery Apr 13 (RD). 

Nashville Warbler: One at Middletown Marsh (BC) and one at Ruthven Park, Cayuga (LM) Apr 23 *. 

Yellow Warbler: One SM at Middletown Marsh (BC) and one at Foreman Rd Wetland (RC) Apr 22 *. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Shell Park Apr 30 * (MJ). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One at Burloak Woods Apr 30 * (MJ). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Two at Middletown Marsh Mar 10-12 (RD) were wintering; one at Guelph Line & New St [HL] 
Apr 6 F (RC); 10 at Shell Park Apr 23 (RD,MM). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One at Burloak Woods Apr 22 * (MJ). 

Pine Warbler#: One SM at Hyde Tract Apr 16 * (RD), and eight there Apr 22 (RC); two at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley 
[HA4\ Apr 21 (RP,IS); one SM at Middletown Marsh Apr 22 (BC); one SM at S Shore of Cootes Paradise Apr 22 (JJ); one 
f. at Van Wagners Ponds Apr 23 (RD); one at Rattray Marsh Apr 23 (AK); one at Shell Park Apr 24 (MJ). 

Palm Warbler: One at Shell Park Apr 24 * (MJ). 

Black-and-white Warbler: One at Beverly Swamp [HAT] Apr 22 * (RC). 

Northern Waterthrush: Ten at Beverly Swamp Apr 22 * (RC). 

Louisiana Waterthrush#: One at Shell Park Apr 22 * (MJ). 

Eastern Towhee: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 8 F (NPH). 

American Tree Sparrow: One at Woodland Cemetery Apr 17 L (RD,RW). 

Chipping Sparrow: One at St. George St, Brantford Apr 8 F (BL). 

Field Sparrow: One at Burloak Woods Apr 5 * (MJ); two at Pier 4 Park Apr 8 (RC). 

Vesper Sparrow: One at 1 l' h Rd E & Highland Rd [HAT] Apr 17 * (DL,GL). 

Savannah Sparrow: One at Foot of Oakes Rd [Mr] Apr 8 * (RC,GS). 

Fox Sparrow: One at Caledonia Mar 17 F (GSa); one at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Apr 15 L (RD). 

Swamp Sparrow: Two at Shell Park Apr 12 F (MJ). 

White-throated Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 8 F (NPH). 

White-crowned Sparrow: One at Shell Park Apr 23 F (RD,MM). 

Red-winged Blackbird: 60 at Old Hwy 99 E of Copetown [HAT] Mar 1 (DGu). 

Eastern Meadowlark: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 23 F (NPH). 

Western Meadowlark#: One SM NW of Clappisons Corners Apr 15*-on (RD;m.obs.) returned for the second year to this 
site. 1 

Rusty Blackbird: One at Middletown Marsh Mar 26 * (RD); one at Pier 4 Park Apr 8 (RC); one at Burloak Woods Apr 
30 L(MJ). 

Common Grackle: Two at New St, Burlington [HL] Mar 14 F (RC). 
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Brown-headed Cowbird: One at Middletown Marsh Mar 16 F (RD). 

Orchard Oriole#: One in. at Dunning Ct, Dundas [HM] Apr 29 * (MM). 

Purple Finch#: One at Middletown Marsh Mar 3-18 and three there Mar 22-24 (RD)); birds at Beamer C.A.: 5 -Apr 1 F, 2 
-Apr 8, 1 -Apr 14 (NPH); two at Caledonia Apr 8 (GSa); one SM at Valens C.A. Apr 22 (RC). 

Please send your bird records for May-July 2001 by Oct 10 to: Rob Dobos, 22 School St., P.O. Box 722, Waterdown, Out., 
LOR 2H0; ph: (905) 690-7705; e-mail: rob.dobos@ec.gc.ca ^ 


Another Successful Year, and More Yet to Come 


From the 



by Lois Evans 

During the past year, the Bird Study 
Group met eight times at the Canada 
Centre for Inland Waters, with attend¬ 
ance ranging from 50 to 70 people at 
each meeting. Detailed accounts of 
each meeting have appeared in the 
Wood Duck. 

While thanks are extended to all 
who contributed in any way to the 
success of these meetings, special ap¬ 
preciation is extended to those stal¬ 
warts who have assisted behind the 
scenes: Rob Dobos, for arranging the 
use of the facilities at CCIW; Dennis 
Lewington for leading the discussions 
about recent sightings; Gerard 
McNaughton for enlisting people to do 
identification sessions; and Rose 
Petersen for writing up the monthly 
meeting summaries for the Wood 
Duck. 

As well as co-ordinating the an¬ 
nual Ross Thompson trophy competi¬ 


tion, As a group we continue to give 
strong support to the Club’s fall bird 
count, the continent-wide Christmas 
Bird Count, the Baillie Birdathon and 
Bird Studies Canada. A new venture 
was a series of nine early morning 
walks for fledgling birders in the Red 
Hill Valley during the spring migration. 
Several members of the group are com¬ 
mitted to doing field studies for the 
Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas over the 


RBG offers over 200 courses each 
year. For a full listing, see the new 
Public Programs Calendar available in 
early September, or check www.rbg. 
ca/programs .Preregistration required. 

Autumn Wildflower Walks, with 
Jim Pringle, Saturdays, Sept 8 to 29 at 
9:30 a.m. RBG members: $5/walk. Pub¬ 
lic: $6/walk. Rain dates are the follow¬ 
ing day at 2:30 p.m. September 8 - 
Webster’s Falls via Spencer Gorge. 
Meet at Park and Bond Streets in 
Dundas. September 15 - Rock Chapel 
trails. September 22 - Hamilton Beach 
Strip. Meet at Pandora Ave. on the 
Beach Strip. September 29 - North 
Shore Trails. Meet at RBG’s York 
Road parking lot trailhead. 

Autumn Bird Walks, with Jim 
Pringle, Sundays, September 9 and 23 
at 8 a.m. RBG members: $5/walk, Pub- 


next five years.After several years of 
assisting with the planning of the meet¬ 
ings and the past four years as co¬ 
ordinator, I am turning over the reins to 
George Drought. With George’s expe¬ 
rience in the audio-visual field and his 
wide range of contacts, and the contin¬ 
ued suppport and participation from 
those attending the meetings, we are 
looking forward to an exciting pro¬ 
gramme for 2001 -2002. ^ 


lie: $6/walk. Rain dates 1 week later. 
September 9 - South Shore Trails. 
Meet at McMaster University at 
trailhead in parking lot north of the 
tennis courts. September 23 - North 
Shore Trails. Meet at Nature Centre. 

Discovering Native Trees, with 
Paul O’Hara, Saturday, September 16, 
1 to 4 p.m. at the Nature Centre. RBG 
Members: $12 Public: $15. 

BERDfest! Sunday, September 30, 
1 1 a.m. to 4 p.m. at RBG Centre and 
the Nature Centre. Regular RBG ad¬ 
mission applies. Once again RBG and 
Bird Studies Canada join forces to 
present BIRDfest, a day celebrating 
the world of birds. Banding demon¬ 
strations, workshops, speakers, live bird 
exhibits, displays, a marketplace, the 
Bird Studies Canada Annual Meeting 
and more. 


RBG Programs of Interest to Naturalists 
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Ontario Sites i 

Nature Network News (FON) 

Birds Studies Canada has com¬ 
pleted site selection of IBAs in On¬ 
tario. Sites can be perused by visiting 
www.ibacanada.com . 

Many of the projects conducted on 
the IBAs are a result of the hard work 
of members of the Nature Network. 

As of August 1, 2001, Conserva¬ 
tion Plans for 22 Ontario IBAs are 
underway or completed, including the 
following: 

1. Presqu’ile Provincial Park An 
IBA stewardship committee is in place 
and is engaged in monitoring, educa¬ 
tional and conservation work. 

2. Niagara River - The Canadian 
Nature Federation has completed a 
draft Conservation Plan for this IBA. 

3. Carden Plain - The IBA steer¬ 
ing committee has successfully com¬ 
pleted detailed studies of grassland bird 
distribution and abundance. 

4. Port Franks Forested Dunes - 
The IBA steering committee was the 
successful recipient of Community 
Action Fund (CAF) grant to produce 
information flyer for local residents on 
“living in nature” how to live in a forest 
without damaging the habitat or bird 
populations. 



i Important Bird Area 

5. Cabot Head - A volunteer Red¬ 
necked Grebe survey has been devel¬ 
oped and implemented. Bruce 
Peninsula Bird Observatory (BPBO), 
a new non-profit, was created, and 
Cabot Head Research Station devel¬ 
oped as its migration monitoring site. 

6. Port Colborne - Work to pro¬ 
tect and manage Common Tern colony 
(and Ring-billed Gull colony) success¬ 
fully adopted by “Friends of the Tern.” 
The IBA was a successful recipient of 
a CAF grant to produce educational 
video for the community. 

7. Wye Marsh - Wye Marsh Wild¬ 
life Centre successfully conducted 
Black Tern and Least Bittern surveys 
in 2000. 

8. Tiny Marsh - The Steering com¬ 
mittee established a monitoring proto¬ 
col for Black Terns and Least Bittern 
in 2000. They successfully received a 
CAF grant to undertake surveys at 
Tiny and Matchedash Bay, led by MTM 
Conservation Inc. 

9. Matchedash Bay -Successful 
monitoring of bitterns was established 
in 2000. This IBA has the same part¬ 
ners as Tiny Marsh. 

10. Holiday Beach - The IBA was 
the successful recipient of a CAF grant 
to survey and monitor local 
Prothonotary Warbler populations. 

11. Leslie Street Spit/ Tommy 
Thompson Park-This huge waterbird 
colony is along the controversial wa¬ 
terfront of Canada’s largest city. 

12. South Prince Edward County 
IBA - Prince Edward - Hastings 


(IBA) Program 

Land Trust, and the Prince Edward 
Point Bird Observatory have both been 
successful in raising funds for differ¬ 
ent projects, including identifying im¬ 
portant bird habitat between Prince 
Edward Point and Point Petre, and 
funding migration monitoring operations 
at the bird observatory. 

13. Spring Bay, Manitoulin - A 
large feeding area and night roost was 
identified through efforts of Manitoulin 
Nature Club members such as Chris 
Bell. Efforts to protect sensitive areas 
and identify others are underway. 

Plans to be completed in August, 
2001 : 

■ Rondeau 

• Luther Marsh 

■ Eastern Lake St. Clair 

■ Three Sister Islands 

Plans to be completed in the fall of 
2001 

• Windy Point, Rainy River Mouth 

• Southern James Bay IBAs (4 
complexed) 

The future of the IBA program is 
contingent on securing funding. The 
following components will be part of 
this program: 

a) Assistance for local steering 
committees with implementation of 
plans 

b) Development of new plans in 
priority IBAs 

c) Develop resources related to 
groups of IBAs such as a Great Lakes 
coastal birding trail. 
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REGULAR MEETINGS 

Monday, September 10 8 p.m. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens 
680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington, Ontario 

Waterfalls of the 
Niagara Escarpment 

Jerry and Mikal Lawton 

An early snowfall last December kept all but 
20 people from enj oying this acclaimed pres¬ 
entation. Those who got there demanded a 
return engagement. The Lawtons provide 
anenthusiasticguideto40of the waterfalls 
to be found on the escarpment. Vital statis¬ 
tics, best times of day and year to view, and 
plenty of local colour and history are pro¬ 
vided, as well as tips for the amateur pho¬ 
tographer. 

Next Month 

Monday, October 15 8:00p.m. 

Members' Night and Annual 
General Meeting 

featuring presentations on 
Falconwatch, Nature Counts, Spooky 
Hollow Sanctuary, and Nature in 
Your Neighbourhood. 


Need a Ride? 

If you need a ride to the Cl ub’s Membership 
Meetings, call any member of the Board 
who will arrange a ride for you! Members 
of the Board of Directors, together with 
their phone numbers, are listed on the 
back page. Guests are always welcome at 
our meetings. 


Bird Study Group 

Monday, September 17 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Canada Centre for 
Inland Waters 
867Lakeshore Rd. 

Burlington 

This is an informal meeting featuring a dis¬ 
cussion of recent bird sightings, an identi¬ 
fication session and a workshop, film or set 
of slides about some aspect of birding. If 
you are a beginning birder, come out to 
learn more about birds. If you are an expe¬ 
rienced birder, come out to share your knowl¬ 
edge and enthusiasm. 


WANTED 

Articles are needed for the Wood 
Duck. Let us know about the interest¬ 
ing sightings you have made. Bring to 
our attention the issues that you be¬ 
lieve are important to naturalists and 
our community. 

Please send submissions to: 

Don McLean, 68-151 Gateshead 
Cres., Stoney Creek,Ontario L8G 3 WI. 
The phone number is (905) 664-8796. 

You can also e-mail submissions to: 

tlon.mclean@hwcn.org. 


Deadline for submissions is generally 
the 15th of the month before the issue 

|C rloforl 



The Wood Duck 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Dean Gugler’s Monday evening Wi ldflower 
Walks continue until October29. Call 627- 
9779 for starting points which are variable. 

Saturday, September 15,2001 
ASTERS AND GOLDENRODS 

Join botany expert Dr. Jim Pringle of the 
RBG on this hike concentrating on asters 
and goldenrods. Meet at the North Shore 
Trail parking lot on YorkRd.,200m south of 
the railway overpass, at 2 pm. Contact Jim 
at the RBG at 527-1158 for more details. 

Sunday, September 23 
FALLM3GRANTS 

Meet Kevin at 8 am at Dundurn Castle for 
car pooling. This annual bird hike has pro¬ 
duced great birds over the years. Possibil¬ 
ity of jaegers, Sab ine ’ s Gul Is and kitti wakes 
if winds are right. Bring a lunch. Contact 
Kevin McLaughlin at 549-7057 for info. 

Monday, October 8 
FALLCOLOURS WALK 

Show your support for the Red Hill Valley 
and participate in this enjoyable walk with 
the Friends ofRed Hill Valley. The colours 
will be stunning at this time of the year. 
Meet at 10 am at the Mud St. parking just 
west of Mt. Albion Rd. Contact Brian 
McHattie at 540-1094 for details. 

Saturday, October 13 
FALLMIGRANTS 

Bob Curry is the dean of Hamilton birders so 
this outing is bound to be exciting. 
Landbirds and waterbirds often abound 
here and there is the chance of a good hawk 
flight. Bring a lunch and meet at 8 am near 
the sand piles at the east end of Woodland 
Cemetery. Call Bob fordetails, 637-2022. 

Events sponsored by the Hamilton Natu¬ 
ralists' Club are led by volunteers. The 
HNC assumes no responsibility for inju¬ 
ries of any kind sustained by anyone 
participating in any of these activities. 
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HNC Board of Directors 


2000-2001 

Executive 


President: 

Glenn Barrett 

525-2142 

Past President: 

Pierre Arnold 

648-2519 

Vice-President: 

Brian McHattie 

540-1094 

Secretary: 

Margaret McFadyen 

627-1034 

Treasurer: 

Betty'Blashi 11 

664-8796 

Directors 
Conservation/Education: 
Jen Baker 

628-1385 

FONRep: 

Ken Hall 

627-1320 

Field Events: 

Open 

Membership: 

Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Program: 

Tom Crooks 

634-1178 

Publicity: 

Roslynne Price 

681-2276 

Sanctuary: 

Frank Morley 

575-0668 

Social: 

Elaine Serena 

639-2702 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Don McLean 

664-8796 


Co-ordinators and 
Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

John Hannah 

Plant Study Group Leader: 

Jean Stollard 634-3538 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

Volunteer Coordinator: 

Brian McHattie 540-1094 

Bird Study Group Leader: 

Lois Evans 

Birding Hotline: 381-0329 



Membership Fees 2000-2001 


Life Membership 

$350.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Senior/Student Joint Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Naturalists - first child 

40.00 

Junior Naturalists - additional children 

30.00 

Honorary Life Member 

None 

Please remit to: The Membership Director, Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4R5 


HNC Publications 


Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 

(2 volumes) ' $60.00 

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area 20.00 

Checklist of the Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth LOO 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the 

Green Spaces of Hamilton- Wentworth Free 
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